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For those of us who lived there, the world PROVIDING GREATER AUTHORITY SUPPORT H.R. 1154, THE VETERANS

of 812 N. Record Avenue will never be ob-
scure. It will never die.

————
TRIBUTE TO THE OUTSTANDING
WORK OF THE CALIFORNIA

PROSTATE CANCER COALITION

HON. JOE BACA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 5, 2011

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to ask
Congress to raise awareness for prostate can-
cer and recognize the California Prostate Can-
cer Coalition (CPCC) for its outstanding efforts
to fight prostate cancer. The CPCC is a coali-
tion of health professionals, prostate cancer
survivors and families, and support groups
concerned about this disease across the state
of California. | ask my colleagues to join me
today to extend our appreciation for CPCC’s
work on behalf of the men and families af-
fected by prostate cancer.

Until we find a cure for this disease, we
need organizations like the CPCC. The men
and women working in this organization edu-
cate the public, advocate for legislation and
funding, and involve communities in the fight
against prostate cancer. In my home state of
California, prostate cancer is the most com-
mon form of cancer among men in almost
every ethnic and racial group.

More men are diagnosed with prostate can-
cer in California than any other state. Cali-
fornia also suffers from the highest number of
deaths from this disease. | want to thank the
CPCC today on behalf of the estimated
25,030 men who will be diagnosed with the
disease across the state this year.

Sadly, 1 in 6 men will develop prostate can-
cer in their lifetime. Prostate cancer is one of
the most diagnosed and deadliest types of
cancer for men today. Every fifteen minutes
an American dies from this disease and over
2.3 million men alive have a history of prostate
cancer.

The early stages of prostate cancer usually
show no symptoms and there are no self-
tests. Early detection is the key to surviving
the disease. The exact causes of prostate
cancer are still unknown, but awareness al-
lows men to make more informed decisions
about their personal health. Organizations like
the CPCC help educate men about prostate
cancer and guide them through their fight with
the disease.

On behalf of my wife, Barbara, and my chil-
dren, Councilman Joe Baca Jr., Jeremy, Nat-
alie, and Jennifer, we would like to bestow our
thoughts and prayers to those men and their
families suffering from prostate cancer. As we
recognize the important work of California
Prostate Cancer Coalition, we stand by all
those affected by this disease. | would like to
thank the health care professionals, research-
ers, and advocates who are working tirelessly
to cure prostate cancer. | would especially like
to recognize Dr. Manouchehr Lalehzarian for
his commitment to this cause. Mr. Speaker, |
ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing
the California Prostate Cancer Coalition. God
bless the fathers, sons, and brothers battling
this disease, and their families for their pa-
tience and love.

AND DISCRETION TO CONSUMER
PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION

SPEECH OF

HON. PAUL TONKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, August 1, 2011

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to ap-
plaud House passage of H.R. 2715, the En-
hancing CPSC Authority and Discretion Act of
2011, ECADA.

| voted in favor of this long-awaited bill, be-
cause it addresses the needed reforms of the
2008 Consumer Product Safety Improvement
Act, CPSIA, without undoing its core protec-
tions of consumers from unsafe toys and other
products.

This landmark legislation came in the wake
of one of the biggest wave of consumer prod-
uct recalls in American history. In excess of 10
million toys were estimated to have been re-
called due to lead paint and other product
safety standards, standards that have been on
the books for decades. This was and is unac-
ceptable, and Congress responded accord-
ingly.

Specifically, Mr. Speaker, this bill ade-
quately addresses what | believe is the key
provision of CPSIA—that consumer products,
especially children’s products—should be test-
ed as being in compliance with mandatory
safety standards.

And testing is the key. We live in a global
supply chain environment, where any given
product has a dozen or more part suppliers
from a dozen or more countries, where safety
standards may be weaker than our own.

That is why, Mr. Speaker, | am proud and
pleased that the final ECADA bill passed by
the House today maintains the requirement
that products be tested to CPSC lead and
other standards. But | am equally pleased that
the final bill reflects the need to make such
testing affordable.

Additionally, H.R. 2715 directs the CPSC to
look for “other techniques for lowering the cost
of third party testing consistent with assuring
compliance with the applicable consumer
product safety rules, bans, standards and reg-
ulations.”

Mr. Speaker, this last language is critical be-
cause it will protect consumers and create
jobs here in America. | know this because in
my Congressional District a company, XOS,
Inc. has developed state of the art instruments
for detecting lead, mercury, cadmium and
other heavy metals in children’s toys and other
products.

This new technology is the only CPSC ap-
proved method for the detection of lead paint
without using wet chemistry. This method was
also adopted by one of the most widely re-
spected voluntary standards development or-
ganizations in the country (ASTM).

Finally, | would suggest that, as this bill is
on the precipice of becoming law, we consider
that, if a small company in upstate New York
can find a solution to “how much lead is in
this product,” we can find more home-grown
solutions to many of the other pending issues
facing our country. We need to focus all our
efforts on investing in our people and in cre-
ating jobs and this bill does just that.

EQUAL TREATMENT FOR SERV-
ICE DOGS ACT

HON. MICHELE BACHMANN

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 5, 2011

Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Speaker, in 1985,
Army Ranger Light Kevin Stone’s life changed
when the Army vehicle he was in tumbled
over a mountain edge and down 144 feet.
Stone broke his neck and suffered severe
brain trauma to the point of losing every mem-
ory prior to the six months before the accident.

A true miracle, Stone now lives an inde-
pendent life thanks to his service dog, Mambo.
But sadly, rules at some Vets Hospitals wel-
come seeing eye dogs while preventing serv-
ice dogs like Mambo from coming in.

The working best friends of our wounded
vets must be allowed with them at all times in
order to do their jobs—including during VA vis-
its. That's why I'm proud to cosponsor Judge
CARTER’s effort, H.R. 1154, legislation which
will close the working-dog loophole and wel-
come all dogs into VA care centers.

The VA considers service dogs like Mambo
needed prostheses, like legs or arms. And
Stone compares Mambo to a crucial tool—a
wheelchair.

Current policy allows each VA center to set
dog guidelines. That means, Stone is given
care at some facilities if Mambo is with him.

We can fix this problem by passing the Vet-
erans for Equal Treatment of Service Dogs
Act, or the VETS Dogs Act.

This will ensure working service dogs can
accompany their owner to every single VA fa-
cility, just like seeing eye dogs are allowed to
do. This will be a permanent solution for our
wounded veterans.

Kevin Stone credits his service dogs—
Mambo, and Mambo’s predecessor, Jonah—
with allowing him to successfully represent his
country around the world. He’s no longer in
camouflage, but another type of uniform:
Kevin Stone used his service dog to compete
on the U.S. Paralympic team. He won bronze
in Athens and he’s set American records in
Beijing. With Mambo at his side, Stone con-
tinues to represent the U.S. Olympic Com-
mittee on the U.S. Paralympic Committee’s
Military Program as a coach and mentor.

Not all wounded vets compete with their
service dogs, but they do everyday things like
other Americans: when they get on the bus,
get their groceries, get their mail and go to the
doctor’s office, their service dogs are there.

Colleagues, you may not know a veteran
personally injured in Iraq or Afghanistan, but
go to a VA in your district, and you’ll meet
hundreds of our nation’s heroes who gave so
much, but had so much taken away.

If service dogs allow our wounded vets to
lead happy and independent lives, then we
have a duty to ensure government regulations
help, not hinder, the relationship between dog
and owner.

Join us as we work to better the lives of our
vets and as our veterans are empowered to
overcome challenges. Because retired Army
Ranger Light Fighter Kevin Stone isn’t playing
a game when he tells Mambo to “fetch”.
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